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law would work unfairly and it was presumed to be
the King's beneficent task, if he were petitioned, to
interfere. In the thirteenth century this,, too, became
separate from the royal office and was transferred to
the Chancellor in his capacity as Keeper of the King's
Conscience. Hence came a separate system of law,
known as Equity, which was administered in the
special Court of Chancery. Lastly, the judges ceased
to be under the control of the Crown. To this day a
judge entering his court is treated as the immediate
representative of the Crown, before whom all heads
are bared. But since 1714 his patent of office has
conferred the appointment "during good behaviour35;
he can be removed from it only by joint address of
both Houses of Parliament to the Crown; and his
salary is fixed, so that no pressure can be brought to
bear on him. When in 1931 a special law was passed
to enable the salaries of all government servants, from
the Premier downwards, to be reduced as an economy
measure, the judges protested against their inclusion
as involving an encroachment upon their absolute
independence.
Side by side with the courts there has evolved the
system of law which they administer. At the present
time this consists mainly of statutes enacted by
Parliament—a series which stretches back to the land
laws of Edward I and even to Magna Carta, lying
beyond the origin of Parliament. But the making of
statutes to govern all kinds of activities is largely a
new idea: new laws were never numerous until the
nineteenth century, and if we go back to the Middle
Ages, when the sessions of Parliament were very much
shorter, it is obvious that they must have been very
few indeed. How then did the judges decide cases?

